Proposal Submission and Funding Regulations Concerning Cooperation in Biomedical Technologies 
between Germany and Israel

“BIO-DISC”

(May 2009)

Announcement

For the fifth Common Call for Proposals

Background:

The cooperation between the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) and the Israeli Ministry for Science and Technology (MOST) dates back to a framework agreement laid down in an exchange of letters 36 years ago, in 1973. The field of biotechnology was included in that framework agreement in 1976.

In 2000 the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) and the Office of the Chief Scientist of the Israeli Ministry of Industry, Trade and Labor (MOITAL) agreed on a joint program for supporting joint industrial R&D cooperation in Biotechnology. On the basis of these agreements a common funding framework was designed in 2004: “German-Israeli Cooperation in Biotechnology - BIO-DISC”. Under the BIO-DISC framework so far, 4 calls for proposals were published jointly by both countries, and following mutual evaluation, nearly 30 bilateral projects have been funded. 

Recognizing the potential of biotechnology to answer urgent upcoming questions in the 21st century with regard to health, food supply, renewable resources, energy and climate change, the Partners have agreed to launch a fifth call for project proposals under the BIO-DISC programme .

Call Objectives
In accordance with the agreements laid down in 2004, funding will be provided for projects in the field of industrial and applied research in biotechnology for translating biotech know-how into new processes, products and services. 
In order to be selected for funding, proposals will be evaluated by the following criteria, subject to the national applicable funding rules:
· Technological innovation

· Economic potential and perceived impact of the proposed product/service. 

· The added value of the cooperation between project partners
· The capability of the partners (R&D personnel, Infrastructure, Finance, Marketing)  

Submission Procedure and Timeline 

Industrial Track:

A proposal must be submitted by at least two industrial entities, one from each country in order to be eligible for funding. The project proposals must be industrial driven and have to be coordinated by one of the industrial partners.

Research partners are invited to join as the companies' sub-contractors to complement the expertise and to promote technology transfer from academia to industry.

Projects in this track are funded, respectively, by the BMBF in Germany and MOITAL-OCS in Israel.
Within the projects, exchange of scientists from industrial partners for duration of up to 3 months is eligible for funding in accordance with national procedures. The aim is to perform a defined task of the project within the partner’s laboratory. Furthermore an extensive networking is desired. A report on the outcome of the task fulfilled during the exchange period agreed by both partners has to be provided.
Feasibility Study Track:
A limited number of feasibility studies by university research groups (as well as public and private research institutes) aimed at the preparation of industrial R&D project can be funded as outlined in the 2004’s document.
Project Funding

The German and the Israeli partners of the selected projects will receive financing through the mechanisms and rules of BMBF and OCS (industrial track). The level of the financing can vary due to each country's regulation, depending on the evaluation of the project and the status of the respective partner. Prerequisites for awarding of grants as well as all terms and conditions for awarding of grants remain unaltered compared to 2004. 
Submission Procedures

Proposals are to be submitted in 2 phases:

· For the first phase, concise project's outlines (pre-proposals), enabling preliminary evaluation, will be submitted in English to both program management agencies, not later than 10 August 2009 (phase I).

· BIO-DISC Project's outlines will be reviewed according to the criteria outlined in the BIO-DISC announcement. 

· Proposals that meet the BIO-DISC program criteria will be invited to submit a formal funding application (full proposal) to MOST, OCS and BMBF not later than 01 October 2009 .
· Phase II: Funding decisions will be made during Q4/2009. Project starts are foreseen in Q1/2010.

Submission date:
The project outlines (pre-proposals) in the industrial track have to be submitted by e-mail not later than 10 August 2009 both to the 

Projektträger Jülich

Forschungszentrum Jülich GmbH

Dr. Hans-Peter Peterson

D-52425 Jülich

Commissioned by the Federal Ministry of Research and Education,
and to

MATIMOP

Israeli Industry Center for R&D

Ms. Ilana Gross

e-mail: ilana@matimop.org.il
In Israel: The proposals of the Feasibility Study Projects will be forwarded by email to:

Ministry of Science, Culture and Sport (MOST)

Department of Scientific Relations with Germany and International Organizations

Mrs. Nurit Topaz

Tel:  ++972-2-5411157 
E-mail: nurit@most.gov.il 
Note:
In order to facilitate a follow up of the collaborative projects the coordinator has to submit an annual report on the project progress in English to his/her national agency in addition to the national reporting obligations.
